FILE NO. 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST (revised as of 11/24/08)
[Promoting and Sustaining Music and Culture in San Francisco]

Ordinance adding Chapter 90A to the San Francisco Administrative Code to establish a music and culture sustainability policy for City government; provide for development by the Entertainment Commission of a proposal for an on-line permitting system for entertainment-related permits, licenses, and determinations; provide for review by the Entertainment Commission of new criteria for entertainment related permits, licenses, and determinations; establish a process coordinated by the Entertainment Commission for reviewing and possibly revising City Codes to conform to and implement the music and culture sustainability policy; urge the Planning Commission to consider amending the General Plan to conform to and implement that policy; and provide for an annual hearing by the Entertainment Commission to review and make recommendations relating to implementation of that policy.
Existing Law

Chapter 90 of the Administrative Code gives to the Entertainment Commission certain responsibilities for the promotion of entertainment-related events and venues.  But no comprehensive law or policy commits the City to promoting and sustaining music and culture in San Francisco.  And there is no considered strategy for doing so.  The permitting process as it relates to music and cultural events is cumbersome.  There is no system for reviewing criteria for issuing licenses or permits or making determinations that are necessary for a music or cultural event to take place.  There is no system for reviewing City Codes to determine whether they foster or inhibit music and cultural events and venues.  The General Plan does not address, except occasionally and incompletely, the many essential components of promoting and sustaining music and culture in San Francisco.

Amendments to Current Law

The proposed ordinance would add a new Chapter 90A to the Administrative Code:

Section 90A.1.  FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.  This section recognizes that music and cultural events are a distinct feature of San Francisco that makes it an exceptional city, and that music and cultural venues and events are important to San Francisco's social fabric and economy.

Section 90A.2.  MUSIC AND CULTURE SUSTAINABILITY POLICY.  This section establishes a comprehensive music and culture sustainability policy for City government, which

(a)
commits the City to protecting music and cultural venues and events from 
displacement due to development;

(b)
supports and encourages use of City property for such events;

(c)
recognizes the value of unique or different kinds of venues for such events;

(d)
recognizes the value of venues and events that reflect cultural diversity;

(e)
supports and encourages innovative approaches to providing low-cost housing to 
those with an integral role in San Francisco's music and cultural life;

(f)
supports and encourages educational programs that promote performance arts and 
education in media and digital arts and video and audio technology;

(g)
promotes workforce development efforts involving event organizers;

(h)
supports and encourages research, including outside research, on the economic 
mpact of music and cultural venues and events;

(i)
supports and encourages the advertising and promotion, including by those outside 
City government, of such venues and events; and

(j)
commits the City to a system of coordinated policy development, event planning, 
and permitting for such venues and events, under the auspices of the 
Entertainment Commission.

Section 90A.3.  STREAMLINED PERMITTING.  This section directs the Entertainment Commission, in consultation with other City bodies, to develop a proposal for an on-line system to simplify and expedite the permitting process relating to music and cultural venues and events.  The proposal is to be completed in time for consideration in conjunction with the budget to be adopted for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2010.

Section 90A.4.  HEARINGS ON PERMIT CRITERIA.  This section requires, beginning January 1, 2010, that new criteria including criteria for fees adopted for issuance of an entertainment-related permit, or other permit or license that must be granted or determination that must be made for a music or cultural event or other entertainment event to take place, shall be subject to a hearing at the Entertainment Commission.  Certain City entities (those specified in section 90A.8 below) are exempt from this requirement but if those entities hold hearings on new criteria for permits/licenses/determinations, they must include the Entertainment Commission in the hearing.

Section 90A.5.  REVISION OF CITY CODES.  This section directs the Entertainment Commission, in consultation with other City bodies, to review City Codes and report to the Board of Supervisors by July 1, 2010 with recommendations for revising the Codes to conform to and implement the music and culture sustainability policy.

Section 90A.6.  AMENDMENT OF GENERAL PLAN.  This section urges the Planning Commission to consider incorporating into the General Plan those aspects of the music and culture sustainability policy that relate to the future physical development of the City, and to do so by July 1, 2011.

Section 90A.7.  ANNUAL HEARING.  This section requires, beginning in 2012, an annual hearing by the Executive Director of the Entertainment Commission to consider whether the music and culture sustainability policy should be amended and/or further actions should be taken to implement that policy, including revising City Codes or amending the General Plan.

Section 90A.8.  ARTS AND OTHER DEPARTMENTS/COMMISSIONS.  This section states that the ordinance does not limit the powers or exclusive jurisdiction of ISCOTT, the charitable trust departments, Arts Commission, Grants for the Arts, California Academy of Sciences, Library Commission, Port Commission, and Recreation and Park Commission.
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